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Fr. Romeo Salinas read Bishop Michael Mulvey’s letter to the diocese during 9 A.M. Mass 
at St. Joseph Church on February 3, 2019 (transcribed audio recording, edited). 
“This morning I want to begin with a letter from our bishop.  This letter is being read at 
all the weekend Masses throughout the diocese.” 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 
Last Thursday the Catholic dioceses of Texas, including the Diocese of 
Corpus Christi, released the names of priests who have been credibly 
accused of abuse. 
In preparation for the announcement and interviews on Thursday, the 
gospel of the paralyzed man who was lowered down in front of Jesus 
spoke to me vividly.  In my quiet time in prayer, the man and his friends 
ask Jesus to heal his paralysis.  Jesus first forgives his sins and then his 
physical paralysis. 
Our Catholic community has been paralyzed for several years due to the 
residuals of the sin and crime of abuse.  The many reports and comments 
in these recent years have left many of you, and even myself, embarrassed 
and ashamed over circumstances that most had nothing to do with.  I 
know that family relations have been strained and, sadly, in hearing this 
news, many have questioned the relationship with the Catholic Church.  
While we cannot undo the past, with hope we can look forward and, with 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, work for a future of transformation.  The 
question is, where do we go from here? 
My response is this in three parts.   
First, education.  We already have in place an experienced and vibrant 
office of safe environment and victim assistance.  In the past ten years over 
one-hundred thousand volunteers and church personnel, including priests, 
deacons, and consecrated religious, have participated in safe environment 
training.  In addition, children and youth have also been trained to 
recognize inappropriate behavior.  My commitment and that of the staff 
and volunteers is to continue building our programs and outreach for 
training and responding. 
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Second, we must acknowledge that this problem affects not only the 
Catholic Church abuse.  Whether it be abuse of children or any other 
person, it is a pervasive cancer in our society, locally, nationally, and 
internationally.  We cannot close our eyes to this.  The immoral 
environment that has been allowed to poison our families, adults, and 
children--- and, yes, even priests and ministers of the gospel--- leaves us 
sometimes paralyzed.  Our community should come together and address 
the wounds of abuse throughout our area and every sector of society, 
especially where children and vulnerable adults are served. 
Finally, I ask you to keep your faith rooted in hope.  The Letter to the 
Hebrews tells us: Faith is the realization of what is hoped for and evidence 
of things not seen.  To all of you who are committed to service throughout 
the diocese, I thank you for your dedication to the church and to the 
ministry that has been entrusted to you.  I want you to know that there are 
many good and faithful priests who continue to serve you daily from the 
altar and beyond.  They, too, have been deeply affected by this crisis and, 
even at times, unjustly criticized.  I want to publicly acknowledge them, 
and I thank them profoundly for their collaboration and for their service to 
us and to the gospel. 
I am proud of the thirteen young men in the seminary for our diocese who 
are preparing themselves through formation and prayer to be ordained 
priests.  Their commitment and determination is courageous and 
exemplary.  We are accompanying them in their education and formation. 
Before Holy Communion the priest says, “Do not look upon our sins but 
on the faith of your church.”  That prayer has meaning for us at this 
moment in time.  As the body of Christ, his visible presence on earth, we 
are challenged to find new ways to live the unity that Jesus prayed for and 
be recommitted to live out the commitment to love one another.  Let this 
be our future. 
Fraternally yours in Christ, 
Most Reverend Michael Mulvey, Bishop of Corpus Christi 

“Our bishop also gave us a prayer to read this morning.  It’s a prayer for healing and 
strength for the Church and the Diocese of Corpus Christi,” Fr. Romeo continued. 
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Father, mercy and source of consolation, we adore you and give you 
thanks.  We acknowledge that we have sinned and offended you by our 
disrespect and neglect of the life and dignity of the most innocent among 
us.  Lord Jesus Christ, though sinless, you suffered for the sins of the world, 
now we unite ourselves with you on the cross to help bring your 
redemption and peace to all who are seeking you.  Come, Holy Spirit, heal 
us.  Make us holy by the transforming grace of your sevenfold gifts.  
Renew us in hope.  Help us to live our vocations faithfully, chastely, and 
joyfully according to our states in life.  Strengthen us to be your presence 
for those who have been hurt or forgotten.  May we become beacons of 
faith, hope, and love to all.  Let no one be lost because of the lack of our 
love.   
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle.  Be our safeguard against 
the wickedness and snares of the devil.  May God rebuke him we humbly 
pray and do you, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, by the power of God cast 
into hell Satan and all the other evil spirits who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls.  Amen. 
St. Joseph, patron of the universal church, protect us as you protected 
Jesus and Mary.  O Mary, seed of wisdom, Virgin of Guadalupe, and 
patroness of our diocese, accompany us with your prayers and maternal 
affection, now and always.  Amen. 


