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Bishop Michael Mulvey’s annual appeal to the diocese was shown during 5 P.M. Mass at 
St. Joseph Church on February 9, 2019 (video; transcribed audio recording, edited). 

Fr. Romeo Salinas began by saying, “This evening we have the bishop’s stewardship 
appeal so, as we celebrate the commitment weekend for the bishop, we’re blessed to 
have a faith-filled and generous parish community.  Your sacrifice impacts the mission of 
our diocese.  I say “our diocese” because it provides support, for no one parish alone 
can meet the needs of the community.  The bishop’s stewardship appeal supports many 
ministries.  Our top four would be the education and formation for seminarians, priests, 
and deacons; evangelization and parish services for youth and young adult ministries; 
Catholic schools and tuition assistance; and social services and outreach.  So, at this 
time, we’ll listen to how our gifts impact the programs and ministries that support our 
friends and neighbors throughout our diocese.” 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Good day!  The format of this year’s bishop’s appeal campaign is going to 
be a little different because your pastors have asked me, the pastor of the 
whole diocese, to speak to you just from my heart.  So I do so with all 
sincerity and, perhaps you’ll notice, without a prepared text. 

There’s one point in the year in which you and I can come together, and 
should come together, because we’re one body.  And that is this annual 
appeal. 

Jesus prayed something the last night he was on earth.  “Father, may they 
all be one.”  And I know that that unity that he prayed for is something 
that must burn in each one of our hearts every day. 

We all experience disunity somewhere, whether it’s in the office, in the 
family, in the parish, in the diocese, it’s there.  It’s in our world.  And, you 
know what the greatest effect of disunity is?  It is the lack of peace.   

Unity produces peace, and that’s what we all want.  And so I come to you 
together today to ask you to join me in that goal of Jesus: to pray for 
unity.  But he also sent his disciples out on a mission.  As he called the 
disciples and we see him approaching the boat in the gospel today, he 
also said to them, “You will now be fishers of men.” 
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That’s a responsibility that we all take on.  We are fishers of other people, 
people who are not among us. 

I always laugh a bit that Fr. Canto de Mesa at our priestly retreat also said 
--- I was amazed and thought he had taken my quote but, obviously, it’s 
something that’s out there where Jesus said--- “Leave the ninety-nine and 
go after the one.” 

The issue today, sisters and brothers: Leave the one that’s in the church, 
and go after the ninety-nine.  You know it.  I know it.  We’ve all 
experienced it.  The lost are out there.  They’re not sitting in our churches. 

The ministry of the diocese, as we look at who we are and what we’re 
called to do--- what Jesus wants us to do, what the Holy Spirit is calling us 
to do--- is to go out and to reach out to those, whether they’re young 
people, whether they’re alienated Catholics.  Whomever they are, we need 
to know that they’re our brothers and sisters.  And we have a mission to 
them because of the prayer of Jesus: “May they all be one.”  And so I ask 
you to join me, to join with me as one body, as the one body of Christ, to 
reach those who are most in need. 

I don’t want us to be a church that is paralyzed with paralysis that is stuck 
on our own needs, our internal worry.  Yes, we need to take of our own 
parish finances, our own parish programs, which we try to assist you with 
from the diocese as well.  But all of us need to look beyond, to look 
outside.  What is out there that we can do to bring others to Jesus Christ? 

I can name a few for you. 

We all know the issue of men and women who are in our penal system, in 
our prisons.  I was visiting at a prison before Christmas, and one of the 
inmates or offenders wrote me afterwards and told me, “Bishop, we are 
part of the diocese.  Don’t forget us.  We need to know the Bible better.  
We need to have classes.  We need spiritual direction.”  They can’t come 
out; we need to go in.  That takes time, and that takes planning.  That 
takes people from the diocese going in.   
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We need to look at the drug issue in our community.  We know that it is a 
plague that is hitting all of us.  We need to look at open families.  We need 
to look at youth who are not in school who need us.  We need to continue 
working with Catholic Charities as part of our campaign here to help the 
poor, to help those who are homeless. 

You know that there are many issues present today and, each year, they 
grow exponentially in different ways.  So I ask you with your passage 
today--- I plead with you--- be extra generous to us this year so that we 
can reach our goal.  And, by the way, anything over the goal, guess where 
it goes?  Back to you.  To your parish, to your ministries in the parish. 

One time a year I ask for your help, so I come to you today and ask you to 
be as generous as you possibly can be.  I will do my part.  I ask you to do 
yours. 

God bless you.   

 

 

 

 

 


